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The Cade Report
John B. Cade Library news

NEW LEADERSHIP AT CADE LIBRARY
John B. Cade Library officially has a new dean of libraries. The University’s
management Board approved the appointment of Dawn Kight during its first virtual
meeting held in late April. Kight is stepping into the role after previous Dean Emma
Perry who held the position for nearly two decades. John B. Cade Librarians and Library
support staff say she is well-equipped to lead at this time of uncertainty and rapid
changes during the COVID-19 pandemic.
“This is not her first time leading through a crisis; however, pointed out Dr.
Charlotte Henderson, the University's assistant librarian for resource and collection
development. Dawn and I were a part of the library’s leadership team during
Hurricanes Ike and Gustav in 2008 and most recently during the historic flood of 2016
that caused damage to the first and second
We are trying to provide as many
floors of the library.
“I think she is providing sound guidance as to
services as we possibly can to
how we proceed through this emergency
students and faculty during this
situation,” Henderson said.
The University’s library was one of very few
time,” Kight said.
Louisiana academic libraries that remained open
during the University’s transition to an online
platform for the Spring 2020 semester. Southern librarians continued providing service
as usual to students combined with its 24/7 chat service and access to a wealth of peerreviewed research articles and online materials.
“We are trying to provide as many services as we possibly can to students and
faculty during this time,” Kight said. “I believe that necessity is the mother of invention
and during this time many new services and service models will be developed as it
relates not only to libraries and how we operate, but also there will be change across all
University operations.”
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Dawn Kight, Dean of Libraries
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Throughout her career, Kight has made it a priority to engage in and be actively involved on University
committees. Her collaborative mindset allowed her to be instrumental in preparing documentation for the
University’s most recent reaffirmation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
When asked about some of the changes she wants to implement as dean, Kight spoke about the recent
acquisition of software to allow greater access to research articles.
“My interest is in providing the best of the best that there is to offer to our students, faculty and the
University community. We distribute surveys to our students at the beginning of each semester and at the
end of each semester to gauge whether or not we are meeting their needs.”
Kight also has given the charge to librarians and a student advisory council that was established to assist in
library programming and service offerings. She said that she always wants to hear from students about what
they want to see in the Library.
Some of the big projects that the new dean wants to work on in the near future involve a renovation project
of the 4th floor of the Library that will serve as a collaborative learning commons which will include space
for testing, tutoring and other student support services along with a space to hold library programs and
guest speakers. She has had a positive experience with working with the University’s First- and Second- year
experience staff to provide support, and it is something she wants to continue. Other plans include support
for graduate students with a graduate student Technology Research Café and renovating a space in the
library that will be open 24/7 as requested on every student survey.
Kight formerly served as systems librarian and as the assistant university librarian for technology and
information services. She earned a bachelor of science degree in computer science from Southern
University, a master’s degree in library and information science from LSU and she is currently studying to
earn a doctorate degree in science-math education with a focus on educational technology.
The major goal of the library is to improve resources and services to support the students, the faculty and
the University.

Archives Expands Digital Collections
For researchers interested in the history of Southern University and student life, digitized copies of the
Home Fires newsletter and also a pictorial history and archival documents related to the Denver Smith and
Leonard Brown incident that occurred at Southern University is available for viewing and provides
significant insight to campus life during that time period. The PDFs are available for viewing by following
the link for archives at http://7008.sydneyplus.com/final/Portal/SouthernUniversity.aspx?lang=en-US.
University Archivist Angela Proctor with assistance from University archivist assistant Barry Arceneaux
developed these collections.
The Denver Smith and Leonard Brown Collection- This collection contains archival documents related
to students Denver Smith and Leonard Brown who were killed on the campus of Southern University on
November 16, 1972. The collection includes letters of condolence, telegrams, memorial services/tributes,
and photographs.
The Home Fires Collection- This collection is a compilation of the newsletters that were distributed to
Southern alumni. It provided timely updates on students, faculty, and University programs. The newsletter
was the primary method for communicating with graduates. Home Fires was initiated by then Dean John
Brother Cade and four Southern graduates, Allegra F. Will (Turner) Journalism ’43, Marie E. Nero (Tarver)
English ’45, Elsie L. Hebert (Gibson) Mathematics ’45, and Gwendolyn G. Johnson (Plunkett) Business ’45.
Dean Cade suggested that a newsletter or bulletin be distributed to Southern University alumni. The first
issue was published in December of 1947; publication continued until May 1961.
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HBCU Library Alliance Grant
John B. Cade library received funding for a proposal that was submitted to
the HBCU Library Alliance for its initiative Building Capacity for Humanities
Special Collections at Historically Black Colleges and Universities. The grant was
made possible from funding provided by the Andrew Mellon Foundation and the
National Endowment for the Humanities. Dean Kight serves as principal
investigator with co-investigators archivist Angela Proctor and Maya Bank, head
of access services who leads the Library’s grant-writing team.
Through this initial $6,000 grant, the University’s Archives Collection will be
assessed with recommendations for improvement in the future. This initial
assessment can be used to pursue additional funding for digitization and
preservation. Consultants will work one-on-one with the Library staff to prepare
a needs assessment. These visits offer opportunities for education, personal
attention, and mentoring. The needs assessment survey process encompasses a
general evaluation of the Library’s collection preservation needs: environment
(temperature, relative humidity, pollution, and light), housekeeping, pest
control, fire protection, security and disaster preparedness, collection storage,
handling, and exhibition.

Learning with LOUIS Presenter
Maletta Payne, emerging technologies librarian, recently participated in the
HBCU Affordable Learning Summit that was hosted on the campus of South
Carolina State University. The summit promoted college affordability by training
participants to be advocates of Open Education Resources initiatives at their
respective institutions. Payne was selected by LOUIS staff for its Learning with
LOUIS series to discuss her experience, including summit activity, takeaways,
and next steps.
LOUIS is a consortium of public and private college and university libraries in the
state of Louisiana. The partnership was formed in 1992 by the library deans and
directors at these institutions in order to create a cost-effective collaboration for
the procurement of library technology and resources. There are 47 member
libraries. LOUIS is governed by the LOUIS executive board and the Louisiana
Board of Regents.
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EMPLOYEES
OF
J.B. CADE LIBRARY
Each month, this section will
highlight a John B. Cade Library
employee to offer insight into
their day-to-day work, hobbies,
and more. We have a great staff
— but in addition to their day
jobs, these employees have a wide
array of talents, and interests that
make them truly unique. This
section will introduce our readers
to the people who are sometimes
behind the scenes making magic
happen and we want them to
know they are important and
appreciated. In this inaugural
issue, we salute librarians Jordan
Signater and Eddie Hughes for
their dedication and commitment
to the Library’s mission.
(story continues on page 7)

NEW LIBRARY SERVICES
SU Roars Provides Continuity of Service for Students
SU Researchers Online Article Retrieval Service-SU-ROARS is a new article delivery service that allows the Library
to
access
journal
articles
andtwo hours to 24 hours. This service is tailored to provide on-demand access to
deliver
them
to users
within
meet the immediate research needs of users and to provide access to articles that are not available using
the Library’s databases and subscriptions.
Submit an article request through inter-library loan (ILL) using the link below:
https://louis.hosts.atlas-sys.com/illiad/lsb/logon.html
For more information about SU-ROARS contact the following Library staff:
Linda Forsythe, circulation supervisor @225-771-2855, linda_forsythe@subr.edu
Vanessa Ely, reference librarian @225-771-2841, vanissa_ely@subr.edu or
Maya Banks @ 225-771-2776, maya_banks@subr.edu

Virtual Activities Planned @ John B. Cade Library
Southern Jeopardy!
The John B. Cade Library’s programming committee will host a virtual event on the Facebook platform
Wednesday, July 22 for Southern University students and the University community to remain engaged
with the Library as the University provides online only classes this summer. Based on the tv game show
players compete against each other by coming up with the question for a given answer. There will be two
rounds of play each with five categories of answers, and one final round consisting of a single answer.
Categories are Sports, Entertainment, Politics, History and Civil Rights as it relates to Southern University
and its alumni.
Each correct question given can be worth from 100 to 1000. The player with the most points at the end
wins Southern Jeopardy! Prizes will be awarded to the top three participants. Stay tuned for promotional
announcements!
How SU Are You?
The Library’s programming committee also will host a virtual event Wednesday, July 29 using Microsoft
Forms. In this virtual event, participants will compete against one another to test their knowledge about
Southern University and its history, campus life, and all things Southern. To enter, participants will visit
the Library’s webpage @ www.subr.edu/library to select the link to the game. The link will remain active
between the hours of 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Prizes, courtesy of Howard White of Top Choice, Incorporated, will
be given to the top three participants who correctly answers the questions.
The programming committee is led by Eddie Hughes, black heritage librarian. Committee members
include Barry Arceneaux, Maya Banks, Daremy Butler, cataloging librarian, Rena Darensbourg, Vanissa
Ely, Angela Proctor, Edwia Richardson reference librarian, Jordan Signater, Ashley Smith, and Ashley
Weir-Matthews.
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Winners Announced for Pinkie Gordon Lane Poetry Contest
Winners of John B. Cade Library’s Pinkie Gordon Lane Poetry Contest were announced as Southern University’s
spring semester ended. Usually, student participants would visit the Southern University Baton Rouge campus
to recite their poems and receive awards during a formal program. To celebrate participants this year, finalists
are featured on the Library’s website and in a social media campaign on Facebook and Instagram.
Four ranked prizes and four honorable mentions were awarded by contest judges using a preset rubric. Serving
as judges were Dr. Rasheedah Jenkins, judging panel chair, assistant professor, Department of English, College
of Arts & Interdisciplinary Studies, Southern University; Dr. Jack Bedell, professor and graduate coordinator of
creative writing, Department of English, College of Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences, Southeastern University;
Dr. Vonsha Henderson, associate professor, Department of English, College of Arts & Interdisciplinary Studies,
Southern University; Dr. Sumita Roy, associate professor, Department of English, College of Arts &
Interdisciplinary Studies, Southern University.
Winners
1st place - “Family Photo Album” – Donatella Henry
2nd place - “Where I’m From” – Lesedi Robertson
3rd place: - “I think I want to eat dirt” – Enne Samuel
4th place: – “Somewhere between 2:37 and 4:14am” – Jillian Chatelain
Honorable Mentions
“Stages in grief, In Descension” – Meredith DeLong
“Evening Sentinel” Gabrielle Balot
“The Rebellion” _Evan Pope
“The beginning of the counterfeit sphynx story “That wasn’t a dream” – Katherine Edwards

All winners and honorable mention recipients are students at the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts
(NOCCA). Student submissions also were received From Istrouma Middle School, Livonia High School,
Louisiana State University Laboratory High School, Mckinley High School, Mentorship Academy and Tara High
School.
About the selection process, “Judge Rahsheedah Jenkins said, “Each year this contest brings out exceptional
poets, and the competition becomes increasingly more intense, but I look forward to serving every year.”
Open to students in grades 7-12, the contest offered student poets the opportunity to submit one poem on a
subject of their choosing. Students were given minimal submission criteria to encourage creativity.
“I know that our judges had a tough job narrowing down the entries to award the finalists from a highly
competitive pool of submissions,” said Kight. “We certainly thank them because we look forward to this event
each year as part of the library’s outreach to middle and high school students.”
The Pinkie Gordon Lane Poetry contest was established in 2010 by Maya Banks and Angela Proctor. It is named
in honor of former Southern University English professor Pinkie Gordon Lane who was the first AfricanAmerican Poet Laureate of Louisiana serving from 1989-2002. Dr. Charlotte Henderson and Jordan Signater, led
the library’s committee for this year’s contest. Edwia Richardson also served on the committee.
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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(contest winners con’t)
The competition received generous funding and support from Dr. Bijoy Sahoo, acting exceutive vice president,
Office of Academic Affairs, Southern Teachers and Parents Credit Union, Jeffrey Thomas, friend of the library, and
former SUBR dean of libraries, Emma Bradford Perry. The contest is held each April during National Poetry Month.
Poems can be viewed on the library’s website by clicking the titles below or by visiting the library's website @ http://
www.subr.edu/page/5147 .
POETRY CONTEST WINNERS

First Place

“Family Photo Album”
Donatella Henry

Second Place

“Where I’m From”
Lesedi Robertson

Third Place

“I think I want to eat dirt”
Enne Samuel

Fourth Place

“Somewhere between 2:37 and 4:14 a.m.”
Jillian Chatelain

Welcome to SU Affordable Learning !
The texts featured here are used by professors who are saving funds for students by using affordable and/or
open educational resources. With guidance from the Louisiana Board of Regents, the library is championing
the affordable learning initiative to help faculty adopt high quality, free, accessible, and open educational
resources for their courses. The goal is to reduce textbook costs for students by 30 percent per class section.
Training is available for faculty. For more information contact Maletta Payne, emerging technologies
librarian @ maletta_payne@subr.edu.
FEATURED TEXTS:

Dr. Mysore Ramaswamy

Dr. Susan Flowers

Dept/Course: MBAP 535
Supply Chain Analytics

Dept/Course: REHB 581
Medical and Psychosocial
Aspects of Disability

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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affordable learning (con’t)

Dr. Latricia Greggs

Dr. Camacia Smith-Ross
Dept/Course: CRIN
328B Classroom
Management for
Teachers

Dept/Course:
NURS 604-Issues in
Advanced Nursing
Practice

Dr. Derek Ruiz
Dept/Course: REHB 332
Supported Employment

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT (con’t from page 2)
Eddie Hughes has worked at the John B. Cade Library since 2004 and
he has served as reference librarian and head of Special Collections.
His passion has been labck history for many years, and it shows in his
supervision and management of the Black Heritage Collection located
on the 3rd floor of library.’
Eddie received a bachelor’s degree and master’s degree in history from
Grambling State University; he also received a master’s degree in
library services from Clark-Atlanta University.
Eddie has consistently through his tenure at Southern University
Eddie Hughes, head of Special Collections
possessed a passion for African- American history where he has
created and spearheaded displays and programs centering around the African- American experience.
However, most recently he has expressed interest in the Yoruba culture which was originally of an oral
tradition. Eddie also serves as chair of the Library’s programming committee.
In addition, Eddie has authored two books: My God is Real and Eshu and His Morals available through
Amazon.
The John B. Cade Library began a Freshman Library Orientation program in which Eddie has served as the
freshman librarian responsible for information literacy classes for all freshman students. He also serves as the
faculty library liaison for the subject areas of architecture, counseling, history, military science and social
work.
True to his character, Eddie is always interested in helping individuals fulfill their research endeavors and
continues to assist our Library users, faculty, students, and members of the community with their research,
teaching, and learning needs.
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
MEET
JORDAN SIGNATER
Jordan Signater is John B. Cade Library’s head of reference who describes
himself as inquisitive, introspective, and active. The new girl dad loves
motorcycles, cars, and football. He feels good after solving a problem, tired
after exercise, and anxious before a test. You can find Jordan on the first floor
of the Library on most days giving great customer service to students when
they visit the reference department. Other times he can be found in a
classroom on the 2nd floor giving information literacy instruction to students
and letting them know how to access and use library resources. He works
closely with faculty and students in the College of Engineering and the
Jordan Signater, head of Reference
departments of criminal justice and sociology. When asked about his
greatest fears he says, “I fear God, motorcycle accidents, and deep water.”
The avid motorcyclist also likes to travel. He says that Japan is the furthest his travels have taken him.

Library Lagniappe
Library Lagniappe is a special section of the library’s newsletter dedicated to little known facts about
the library profession and librarians.
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